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Editorial

Advances in adrenergic and histaminergic pharmacology and
therapeutics: Special issue in memory of Art Hancock
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This special issue of Biochemical Pharmacology is dedicated
to the memory of the late Arthur A. Hancock, Ph.D. (1946-
2005) in honor of his many scientific contributions to
receptor-based drug discovery research. Leading scientists
in the field of a-adrenergic and histamine receptor research,
many of whom were Art’s colleagues and friends, have
contributed authoritative overviews to this issue on recent
advances in the molecular biology, biochemical pharmacol-
ogy, and therapeutic potential of these two major classes of
G-protein coupled receptors. This issue has evolved from
the ASPET symposium entitled “Advances in Hs Receptor
Research: Implications for Therapeutic Drug Development:
Symposium In Memoriam: Arthur Hancock, Ph.D. (1946-2005)”
that was held during the 2006 Experimental Biology meeting
in San Francisco. At that meeting, both academic and
industrial colleagues presented timely updates of recent
developments in the histamine Hj; receptor field and also
shared their personal perspectives of the innovative and

collaborative approach that so typified Art’s drug discovery
endeavors.

Early in his career, while working as a postdoctoral fellow
at Duke University in the laboratory of Dr. Robert J. Lefkowitz,
Art had a significant impact on the field of receptor
pharmacology, publishing three now seminal papers in
Molecular Pharmacology on the development of the first
computer assisted methods for detailed analysis of receptor
subtypes [1-3]. The methods that he developed while working
with Dr. Lefkowitz quickly became the standard in the
field and the underlying approaches continue to be used
throughout the world today for the detailed analysis of ligand
binding experiments.

Art subsequently went on to a highly successful career in
the pharmaceutical industry, leading several research groups
that generated numerous clinical candidates across a spec-
trum of human disease states including depression, benign
prostatic hypertrophy (BPH), cognitive disorders, attention
deficit hyperactivity and pain. Art used his broad pharmaco-
logical knowledge and his ability to forge highly effective
research collaborations to correlate pathophysiological find-
ings to molecular targets and to shepherd the development of
important selective pharmacological tools and the advance-
ment of new chemical entities into clinical trials. His research
efforts contributed to a greater understanding of the con-
tributory role of «;-adrenoceptor subtypes to the pathology of
BPH and the development of aqa/p-adrenergic receptor
antagonist, fiduxosin [4]. Most recently, he had a major
impact in the histamine H; receptor field, leading research
efforts at Abbott in demonstrating the preclinical utility of Hj
antagonists to treat cognitive disorders and obesity, culminat-
ing in the development of a number of novel H; receptor
antagonists including ABT-239 [5,6]. Art was a true drug hunter
who was passionate about drug research and considered
himself fortunate to be able to work at something he truly
loved. Indeed, the last paper he wrote, a commentary in this
journal [7], revealed his insights into the drug discovery
process and illustrated his passion for advancing potential
therapeutics through rigorous preclinical research.

Art combined his scientific expertise with the ability to lead
and mentor scientists from multiple disciplines. He was an
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internationally recognized scientist serving on the editorial
board for numerous journals, including Biochemical Pharmacol-
ogy, Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics, and
others. He was the author or co-author of over 85 scientific
articles and book chapters. Art was an active and involved
member of the Society for Neuroscience, the European
Histamine Research Society, and the American Society for
Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET).

The pharmacology and neuroscience communities have
sustained a significant loss with Art’s untimely death. All
will miss his wise counsel, mentoring, character, wit, and
grace. Art was a highly esteemed colleague, a valued and
concerned mentor, and most especially a dear friend whose
absence from scientific forums and associated social events
has made these events that much less enjoyable. To
memorialize the passion with which Art encouraged and
mentored young scientists, Abbott Laboratories has spon-
sored the Arthur A. Hancock Young Investigator Award that is
given out annually by the European Histamine Research
Society.

The Guest Editors thank all of the contributors for their
excellent and timely articles and Mike Williams who sug-
gested that we undertake this Memorial Issue for Art. We are
also deeply indebted to Sam Enna and Lynn LeCount for their
support and guidance as this issue came together.
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